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REMARKS 

Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration of this application. Claims 1-30 
are pending. Claims 1, 6, 10- 14, 17, 20, 26, and 28 have been amended. No claims have 
been added or canceled. 

The Examiner indicated in the Office Action that claim 6 is objected to being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent 
form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
Accordingly, claim 6 has been amended to include substantially all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. Therefore, it is respectfully submitted that 
claim 6 as amended is allowable. Withdrawal of the objection and allowance of claim 1 
is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-5 and 7-30 are rejected under 35 US.C §102(b) as being anticipated by 
Paricer et aL (US 5,524,209; hereinafter, "Parker'*). Applicant respectfully traverses the 
rejection. 

Claim 1 as amended includes the following limitation: 

enumerating the plurality of local node elements in the first node with the 
selected first portion of local node elements substantially in parallel with local 
enumeration of local node elements in a second node. 

(Claim 1; emphasis added) 

In contrast, Parker fails to disclose at least the above limitations. According to 

Parker, one of CPU A and CPU B is selected to enumerate all elements in the system 

(Parker, col. 3, In. 31-47; Figure 2). Parker does not disclose local enumeration of local 

node elements in two nodes substantially in parallel. For at least this reason, claim 1 as 
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amended is not anticipated by Parker. Withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully 
requested. 

Claims 2-5 and 7-9 depend, directly or indirectly, from claim 1 . Thus, having 
additional limitations, claims 2-5 and 7-9 are not anticipated by Parker. Withdrawal of 
the rejection is respectfully requested. 

Claims 10, 17, 20, and 28 as amended are not anticipated by Parker for at least the 
reason discussed above with respect to claim 1 . Claims 11-16, 18-19, 21-27, and 29-30 
depend, directly or indirectly, from claims 10, 17, 20, and 28, respectively. Thus, having 
additional limitations, claims 1 1-16, 18-19, 21-27, and 29-30 are not anticipated by 
Parker. Withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 
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CONCLUSION 



Applicant respectfully submits that the rejections have been overcome by the 
remarks, and that the pending claims are in condition for allowance. Accordingly, 
Applicant respectfully requests the rejections be withdrawn and the pending claims be 



To the extent necessary, a petition for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 .136 is hereby made. If any other petition is necessary for consideration of this paper, 
it is hereby so petitioned. 

If there are any additional charges, please charge Deposit Account No. 02-2666 
for any fee deficiency that may be due. 



allowed. 
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